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Ulster Bank Belfast Festival at Queen’s

PRESS RELEASE: 

Programme launch reveals a line-up of truly global proportions

Embargoed until Thursday 18 August, 12pm
Music, Drama, Opera, Dance, Visual Art, Spoken Word and Literature from Lithuania, Quebec, Sweden, Germany, Norway, Cuba, France, Spain, New Zealand, England, Ireland, Scotland, Poland, Denmark, Mali, United States, India, Portugal, Bulgaria, South Africa; That was the breathtaking cosmopolitan cultural array revealed to guests who attended the glittering programme launch of the 49th Ulster Bank Belfast Festival at Queen’s earlier today.
From 14 – 30 October, the 49th Ulster Bank Belfast Festival at Queen’s will unfold with over 100 events in over 36 venues, galleries, spaces and places right across the city. From landmark buildings such as the new Lyric and Ulster Hall to the slightly more sanctified delights of May Street and St Thomas’ Churches, from the salubrious surrounds of Elmwood Hall and the Harbour Commissioner’s Office to the vaudevillian Empire Music Hall and the off-shore charms of the Belfast Barge, the city gives itself over to Festival fever for 17 days and 17 nights.
It’s a Festival of firsts and amid the impressive line-up, the names of Elvis Costello, Dame Kiri Te Kanawa, dance superstar Carlos Acosta and theatre director Oskaras Koršunovas (his breathtaking production of “Hamlet” makes its UK and Irish debut) are just a few that immediately impress. In true mix-it-up Festival style though, these huge international draws share a billing with Musical Theatre for Youth’s “West Side Story”, birthday poetry readings for John Hewitt and the wit and wisdom of Terri Hooley.
The international flavour of the festival is given added piquancy with the inclusion of Grammy-winning Le Mystere des Voix Bulgares (much adored by the likes of Paul Simon and Kate Bush) the stunning Portuguese Fado Superstar Ana Moura (who recently supported the Rolling Stones on tour) and the incredible Big Band sound of Orchestra National de Jazz from Paris - all premiering on Northern Irish soil.
Introducing proceedings at the launch, Queen’s University Pro-Vice-Chancellor Professor Ellen Douglas-Cowie said: 
“As the Festival fast approaches its half-century, it’s particularly timely to reflect on its development since the heady days of the early 1960s. Queen’s and the Festival have progressively grown together in the intervening years and are looking towards a bright future as we continue to bring the best of the world’s arts and culture to Northern Ireland, and provide an international platform for our best local arts practitioners. I congratulate the team on another world-class programme which once again puts a hugely positive spotlight on the city of Belfast, Queen's University and Northern Ireland.”
Reflecting on this year’s programme, Festival Director Graeme Farrow told guests at the launch:
“There are only a handful of events on these Islands were audiences can enjoy a programme which features a diverse range of artists of such high calibre. We’re thrilled to be able to present so many high profile international names and we’re extremely proud to once again be able to make the city of Belfast and indeed the region a truly global stage for the arts. It’s gratifying to see that after all these years, the Ulster Bank Belfast Festival at Queen’s seems to have lost none of its appeal to overseas artists and we hope audiences find a programme rich with diversity, creativity and festivity! The next year or so is going to be pretty special in the city’s cultural calendar and there’s never been a better time to showcase Belfast and the Festival that takes its name.” 
Musically, the 49th Ulster Bank Belfast Festival at Queen’s is hitting all the right notes. The stunning Tinariwen make a welcome return to the Festival with another glorious set of sun-kissed Saharan groove. KT Tunstall kicks off her UK tour, the freshly minted genius of James Vincent McMorrow and the popera perfection of Patrick Wolf share Festival billing with established greats such as saxophonist Jan Garbarek. Trad legends dominate the Irish Sea Sessions and a magical musical evening awaits in the company of Dervish and Rachel Unthank. The amazing human beatboxer Shlomo has to be seen and heard to be fully believed.
At the launch, Ulster Bank’s Director of Business Services Ireland, Ellvena Graham, said:
 “ Ulster Bank is delighted to mark the 4th year of a hugely successful, important arts and community partnership. Last year, over 70 community groups of all shapes and sizes received opportunities to experience Festival events free of charge through Ulster Bank’s Community Ticket Scheme and we will continue this in 2011. This year’s programme delivers exceptional shows from all over the world as well as promoting local talent, and we are proud to support its cultural contribution to Northern Ireland”. 

Opera and classical music lovers will also be thrilled at a programme that includes the legendary Dame Kiri Te Kanawa performing with the Ulster Orchestra. That one of the most famous sopranos in the world is to perform at Festival would be cause enough for celebration, but she's joined this year by award-winning concert performers such as Tasmin Little and Peter Jablonksi. A chamber music series featuring top mezzo-soprano Monica Groop and the Danish String Quartet celebrates the great Nordic composers while our very own Ulster Youth Choir bring Bach and Mendelssohn to St. Peter's Cathedral with the Gabrieli Consort. Opening proceedings the Ulster Orchestra are joined by celebrated conductor JoAnn Falletta and piano virtuoso Joanna MacGregor with a very American musical mélange including Bernstein, Gershwin and Aaron Copland.'
Gregory Frid’s haunting operatic rendition of the Anne Frank story is brought vividly to life by Opera Theatre Company and Michael McHale, David Quigley and Cathal Breslin - three of Ireland’s finest classical musicians – present an enthralling evening with the music of Franz Liszt.
Arts Minister Carál Ní Chuilín described Ulster Bank Belfast Festival at Queen’s as “a Festival for all communities”. She added: 
“The north of Ireland boasts many great festivals, each showcasing a different and compelling aspect of our vibrant cultural life and the Ulster Bank Belfast Festival at Queen’s is widely recognised as the flagship festival for our region and the city of Belfast. It operates at the very highest level and is a shining example of the vital role arts and culture plays in contributing to our social economy and tourism. I commend all involved for a Festival that all communities can be justly proud of.”
The spoken word has always been a cornerstone of Ulster Bank Belfast Festival at Queen’s. The 49th programme boasts a diversity of speakers and subjects from popular medical and science luminary Lord Robert Winston to broadcasting legend and king of the on-air Freudian slip James Naughtie. Bianca Jagger brings her “Human Rights Revolution” to the Ulster Bank Belfast Festival at Queen’s and the gravitas of historian and broadcaster Sir Max Hastings is juxtaposed by another irreverent comedy broadside from Tim McGarry.  Meanwhile the polemicist of a generation and scourge of the US political and corporate establishment Michael Moore makes a long overdue return to Belfast.
Roisin McDonough, the Chief Executive of the Arts Council Northern Ireland said: 
“The consistent quality of the artistic content of the Ulster Bank Belfast Festival at Queen’s is something to be celebrated. With public funding of £200,000, it represents one of the Arts Council’s major investments in the creative and cultural offering from Northern Ireland. It is commendable that after nearly 50 years, the Festival is still hosting incredible artists and performers and bringing premier arts events to these shores.”
The Festival’s Dance and Drama line-up includes the eclectic mania of Cirque Éloize and “FAR” the breathtaking new work from celebrated choreographer Wayne McGregor. High drama ensues from the likes of the wonderful 1927 and the magical, sinister “The Animals and Children Took to the Streets”. The best of Northern Irish Drama is represented by the welcome return of Ransom and Tinderbox with brand new productions and Dan Gordon’s acclaimed shipyard fable “The Boat Factory” receives a very welcome Festival run. Handspring Puppet Company’s enchanting interpretation of “Woyzeck on the Highveld” shares a festival theatrical billing with an impressive gamut that runs from the premier league antics of Ridiculusmus’ hilarious “Total Football: More Beckett than Beckham” and the sobering theatre vérité of  David Benson's “Lockerbie: Unfinished Business”.
The Mayor of Belfast Cllr Niall Ó Donnghaile added: 
“Looking at the programme for this year’s Ulster Bank Belfast Festival at Queen’s, it’s clear that we have a truly international affair right on our doorstep that we can all be extremely proud of. We are extremely lucky to boast a number of top class festivals throughout the year here, but the biggest and oldest of them all is still the Belfast Festival. After 49 years, it can lay claim to being the flagship arts festival for our city, if not our island. It’s a real jewel in our cultural crown and I’m delighted to be here today to mark the launch of another wonderful programme of events"
ENDS
For further information, interviews and images please contact Esther Haller-Clarke or Joseph Nawaz at festival.press@qub.ac.uk, or telephone Esther on 07830 513296 or  Joe on 07827 299741
For full festival programme and to book tickets, go to www.belfastfestival.com or contact the festival box office Mon-Fri 9am-6pm and Sat 10am-2pm on 00 44 (0) 28 9097 1197.
